Social Recognition discussed, along with the relevance of this rapidly de-A major focus of the neurobiology of social behavior is veloping field to human relationships and disease on the critical roles of the neuropeptides vasopressin processes.
Relevance to Human Social Behavior Just as gender differences in the function of AVP and OT systems provide insights into their functional signifiConsidering the complexity of human societies, it is prudent to wonder whether the neural pathways and cance, so can species differences in the action of these neuropeptides. An illustrative example is provided by neuromodulators that regulate rodent social interactions perform similar roles in humans. An obvious chalvoles, which display both gender-specific and speciesspecific social behaviors. Whereas prairie voles are solenge stems from the difficulty with which diverse social phenomena such as arrogance, embarrassment, chacial, form monogamous bonds, and engage in biparental care of offspring, montane (and meadow) voles are risma, and rumor-mongering may be quantified in rodents. Moreover, the sensory systems registering social solitary and nonmonogamous, with females bearing the burdens of parental care. In male prairie voles, mating context are primarily olfactory in rodents, whereas they are predominantly visual and auditory in humans. Nevstimulates the formation of a monogamous pair bond and increases aggression in a manner that is depenertheless, it is very likely that substantial resources are devoted to the processing of social information in the dent upon AVP. Central administration of AVP, but not OT, increased partner preferences and aggression. primate brain, as indicated by the observation of specialized cortical and limbic regions that appear to be Conversely, V1aR antagonists block the formation of
